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In Washington’s Long War on Syria, 
Stephen Gowans examines the 
decades-long struggle of Ba’ath Arab 
Socialists, political Islamists, and 
US imperialists for control of Syria, 
the last redoubt of secular Arab 
nationalism.

“The war over Syria has been, in 
truth, a fight for control over the 
global economic and political 
order—a last, failing stand for 
a declining American empire to 
forestall the current shift toward 
a new global balance of power. 
Unlike so many hastily-written 
books on Syria that miss this 
point, Stephen Gowans’ work 
will prove to be an essential 
primer on the Syrian conflict for 
years to come. A must read.” —
Sharmine Narwani

“Gowans’ book is a timely and 
indispensable resource for 
those seeking to understand 
recent events in Syria.” 
Eva Bartlett
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